
HOME OF EVANGELIST LUKE 

AND PRISON OF ST PAUL 
This sacred site, venerated anciently as 

St Luke’s home, St Peter’s lodging place, 

and where “in Rome Paul was allowed to 

stay in lodgings of his own with the soldier 

who guarded him” (Ac 18,16), was in 1661 

restored to the pious devotion of the faith-

ful by Pope Alexander VII. 

“Paul spent the whole of the two years 

in his own rented lodging. He welcomed all 

who came to visit him, proclaiming the 

kingdom of God and teaching the truth 

about the Lord Jesus Christ with complete 

freedom and without hindrance from any-

one” (Ac 28,30-31). 

The mementoes here preserved go back 

to this tradition. 

“So you are never to be ashamed of wit-

nessing to the Lord, or ashamed of me for 

being his prisoner” (2 Tm 1,8). 

“Here is a greeting in my own handwrit-

ing – PAUL. Remember the chains I wear. 

Grace be with you” (Col 4,18). 

“Remember the 

Good News that I 

carry, Jesus Christ 

risen from the dead, 

sprung from the 

race of David; it is 

on account of this 

that I have my own 

hardships to bear, even to being chained like 

a criminal – but they cannot chain up God’s 

news” (2 Tm 2,8-9). 

 

The first-century porch flanking “Via 

Lata” (= Broadway, today’s Via del Corso) 

became in the 6
th

-7
th

 cent. the site for a Mon-

astery, which Pope Sergius I (687-701)  rec-

ognised as Diakonia.  

The Monastery was embellished with wall 

paintings that came to be successively exe-

cuted. 

 
 

Martyrdom of St. Erasmo (VIII century) 

In 1049, the Monastery was shifted and 

the upper church was constructed for wor-

ship. To a large extent the wall paintings 

got neglected or destroyed.  

From 1658 to 1662, Pietro Berrettini da 

Cortona constructs the atrium and the mar-

vellous facade of the church. From the 

atrium a double entry to the crypt was 

made in order to enable pilgrims to have 

access to the spot venerated as the prison 

of St Paul. 

In 1904/5, while searching for evidence 

of the prison of St Paul, Canon Luigi 

Cavazzi lighted upon the important wall 

paintings that go back to VII\VIII cent. 

 

The legend of the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus 

(VII cent.) 

 

In 1960, the General Direction of An-

tiquities and Fine Arts had the wall paint-

ings detached and it was found that many 

of them concealed a more ancient layer of 

pictures. 



After the restoration carried out by the 

Central Institute for Restoration they are 

displayed at the Museo di Roma Crypta 

Balbi (Rome – Via della Botteghe Oscure, 

31).  

Photographs recall their position. 

 
Fragment with three layers of superimposed 

wall paintings. Above: Miracle of the multiplication 

of bread and fish. 

Other fragments suggest that the chapel must 

have been frescoed all over. 

 

The vestiges of the different epochs testify 

that this site served consecutively as locale 

for various communities of charity and pray-

er.   

 

 

 

On the altar of the Crypt:  

low relief with Saints Paul, Peter, Martial and 

Luke, of Cosimo Fancelli (1620-1688). 

In the background: the figure of St Martial and the 

head of an ox, symbol of Evangelist Luke. 

These are testimonies of art and faith en-

trusted to us. 

VISITS 

 

Tuesday – Sunday: 16-19 hrs 

((Winter 15 – 18) 

Saturday and: 10-13 
Monday closed 

 

For information and visit in groups 

Tel. 06 8339 6276 

Email: cryptavialata@mclink.it 

www. cryptavialata.it 

 

 

On the facade of the Church: 

ALEXANDER VII SUPREME PONTIFF 

TO THE EVER IMMACULATE VIRGIN 

MOTHER OF GOD - 1661 

 
 

 
 

- 1662 

 
 
 

 

At the Entrance of the Crypt: 

ORATORY OF APOSTLE ST PAUL, 

EVANGELIST LUKE  

AND MARTYR MARTIAL 

mailto:cryptavialata@mclink.it


 


